he Mongol Empire
Spans Eurasia

Mongol tribes swept across Asia and Europe, creating
one of the largest empires in world history.

BE The Mongols were nomads who originally lived
in the dry grasslands of Central Asia. They were
excellent horsemen and ruthless warriors.

= The Mongols conquered Muslim and Chinese
empires and destroyed major cities along the
Silk Road.

= During Mongol rule, trade and cultural exchange
in Europe and Asia increased.

B \ongol rulers spread Islamic and Chinese
culture throughout their kingdoms.

Area shown in b . S

maps A and E This illustration shows a Mongol attack on a
neighboring kingdom. Mongol battles often
ended in destruction and brutal massacres.

The Mongols rapidly
expanded their territory.
Their speed of travel and
military skill made them
difficult to defeat.

¥ 1281 Mongols
@] fail to conquer
P Japan.

e

1260 Mongols stopped
by Mamluks of Egypt.

2 17258 Abbasid Empire

falls to Mongols. - % i e &“‘4 1279 Mongols conquer
S Y " : (/] sung Empire.
Mongol Empire S
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[ Mongol lands, 1206

Conquests under Genghis Khan,
1206-1227

() Later Mongol conquests, 1227-1279
Mongol invasions
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R . ’ o : The Mongol Empire
Genghis was the khan, or ruler, who - How Big Was the Mongol Empire? stretched from the
united the Mongol tribes. AlthOUgh | B B LR - G S S Pac1f|c Ocean to
he is best known for his brutality, he Mongol Empire Eastern Europe.

also introduced law and written

language into Mongol culture.

Ruling Mongols become Muslims; l

most subjects remain Christian. 01279 Mongols start

Yuan dynasty, adopt
Chinese culture.

=

Mongols adopt
Persian culture.

conquests weaken
nearby kingdoms.

Mongol Kingdoms
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Y Provincial capital [ Timur’s empire, 1405
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Christianity ; ' After 1259 the Mongol Empire was divided into four regional
& : 0 500 1000 kilometers khanates, or kingdoms. Many Mongol rulers adopted the cultures
Sl of the regions they had conquered.
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